
 

Captain’s Newsletter 12th August 2022 

Fellow golfers, welcome to the latest newsletter and what is going on here at 

‘The Castle’. The last week or so has seen some superb weather reaching us from 

the continent and allowing us to get plenty of game time on our fabulous course. I 

am sure you will agree the course is looking splendid as Craig and his team work 

tirelessly to get the place in shape for us all to enjoy. 

Also, a gentle reminder to remember and book your tee time or practice time. This 

gives us a log of who is using what and when. Remember and replace those divots 

and repair the pitchmarks or any you see. 

 

Competitions 

Last Saturday was the August monthly medal with the scores as follows: 

1. Alex McKendrick -2 (68) BIH 

2. Gary Donnelly -2 (68) 

3. Alastair Frood -1 (69) 

Well done to all those taking part with the wind blowing just enough to make 

conditions challenging as can be seen in the scoring. 

The Ladies Saturday medal unfortunately only had 2 entrants with Eleanor Canning 

winning the silver and Kate Scott taking the bronze. 

Sunday the 7th saw the Mixed Open return after a short hiatus due to the 

pandemic. A fabulous turnout in again challenging windy conditions. The scores 

were as follows with the winner receiving the David Reid Memorial Quaich: 

1. Angela and Hunter Paterson 68.4 

2. Chris Minto and Stevie Scott 68.6 

3. Rosemary and Jim Ogilvie 70 (BIH) 

4. Karen and John Ravenscroft 70 

5. Louise Cooper and Robert Goodfellow 70.2 

6. Anne and Alan Gordon 72.4 

 



  Again, well done to everyone for taking part. 

T   

       

This event was all the more special with Charity Partner Brain Research UK coming 

on board and the amount raised was just over £4500. A great effort by everyone 

either gifting a prize for the raffle or buying tickets. The main prize was a wonderful 

PowaKaddy F3 which was won by Maureen Cook. All the scores and event prize 

winners are in the attachment.  David Reid Prize-winners 

https://www.ranfurlycastlegolfclub.co.uk/uploads/document/david-reid-trophy-prizewinners.pdf


Saturday 13th sees the round of 16 for the Club Championships with the rounds of 8 

and semi finals played on Sunday. Good luck to all those involved. Worth noting 

that 8 members of the Newton Shield squad have made it through qualifying. 

The Clive Cummings Trophy will be played on Saturday with players only allowed 

to take out and use 5 clubs for their round so choose your equipment carefully!  

SENIORS 

The senior gents had another good win on Monday defeating Cochrane Castle 4-2 to 

remain at the top of the league. With only a few matches left we are now getting to 

the stage where every win is vital. Well done to the team. 

COURSE/GREENS 

The course is shaping up nicely as we head into another warm weekend. I have had 

some gripes left in the Captain’s Suggestion Box but unfortunately these were 

anonymous. I shall try and address the complaints here.  

Inconsistent greens: I am a regular player and the first to remark if they are 

inconsistent. Due to the hot weather Craig our Head Greenkeeper has to protect 

them by leaving them slightly longer than normal hence the slight variations in 

speed. What I will say is that our greens are as good as any I have played elsewhere 

this year and I for the most part found them very consistent. 

First Cut: The first cut is lush and complements the generous fairways we have here 

at The Castle. Indeed, there are some of our fairways over 80 yards wide and the 

deep rough cannot be pushed back any further than it already has been. One of the 

complains was the number of No Returns on the medal. I am inclined to blame the 

windy conditions we have been experiencing this season rather than the course. 

The shoe cleaning area is set for a revamp to make it easier to keep tidy. We are 

aware this is an area requiring to be upgraded and this is another job in the pipeline. 

The summer period is always the most challenging for our green staff and especially 

when we are a couple of team members down. The recent job advertisement has 

received some interest and interviews for the post will commence in the near future. 

I must also commend Craig for the magnificent fairways we have here, and when 

you consider the damage the crows do at times our surfaces are like carpets. 



I believe Craig and his team are doing an outstanding job given the resources 

available and I would like to note that our Greens Convener, Brian Glover, has a 3-

year plan in place for course improvements. All of these don’t come cheap and 

hopefully over time we will see these being implemented.   

CATERING/HOSPITALITY 

Leanna and her team continue to keep us fed and watered at the crucial points of the 

day. Unfortunately, due to the lack of footfall at times it is not cost effective for the 

bar/catering to be open longer than it is, and we must open the bar when the 

demand is greatest. We have a great clubhouse available to us and I would urge 

every member to utilise this facility wherever possible even if it is just for a quick 

coffee to mull over the great shot down 18 or landing in the rough at the 15th. A 

gentle reminder that you have £50 on your card to spend in the bar. 

SHOP/PROFESSIONAL 

As you will be aware our Professional Stuart has now set up his day for Saturday 

20th August and I would urge everyone to be a part of this event. It’s a great format in 

a Texas scramble which generally takes the rough out of the equation and with some 

great prizes on offer. The ‘Golfers Gamble’ is always a favourite, and this year Stuart 

will be out at the 5th. The cost of entry is £20 per team of 4 players (Gents, Ladies, 

Juniors) so get your team entered and don’t worry if you don’t have a team Stuart or 

I will sort you out with something. 

Finally, can I wish you another week of happy golfing ahead, get onto our fine golf 

course and keep that wee ball straight and far and on the short stuff wherever 

possible. 

  

Happy golfing  

Stevie Scott 

Captain 

 


